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Feast of the Exaltation
of theHoly Cross
Novena:

Jesus, Who because of Your
burning love for uswilled to
be crucified and to shed
Your Most Precious Blood
for the redemption and sd-
vation of our souls, look
down upon us and grant the
petition we ask for ...( men-
ti on her e)
Wetrust completely in Your
Mercy. Cleanseusfrom sin
by Your Grace, sanctify our
work, give us and all those
who are dear to usour daily
bread, lighten the burden of
our sufferings, bless our
families, and grant to the
nations, so sorely afflicted,
Your Peace, which is the
only true peace, so that by
obeying Your Command-
ments we may come at last
to the glory of Heaven.

Relic Display to be con-
ducted in Niagara
Falls New York

Rev. Dr. Michael
H. Burzynski, Pas
tor of Saint Mary of
the Cataract Parish
in  Niagara Fals,
New York, USA.,|
has announced that
his collection of & &
cred relics of thej
saints will be pre

sented for public
veneration, the
week of October
30th through No-
vember 5th,
2001. The relics
will be displayed
in the side chapel
of Saint Mary of
the Cataract
Church; this
chapel itsdlf is sig-
nificant to those inter-
ested in the relics of
saints, in that it is lined
with the wood of the
house where Saint John
Neumann celebrated
Mass when he was pas
tor of Niagara Falls in
the years 1837-1839.
The collection of rel-
ics is rather dignifi-
cant. Father Burzynski
has gathered these relics
in travels throughout the

. out the

world. Among the most
notable relics present are
a portion of the veil of
the Blessed Mother; rel-
ics of several Old Testa
ment prophets, the apos-
tles and evangelists, al
the doctors of the
church, and many of the
canonized popes. More
than 700 relics are in
cluded in the collection.

The church will be
open from 7:30 am until
5:00 weekdays through-
display pe-
riod. Special veneration
will include their pres
ence during Eucharistic
adoration on Tuesday af-
ternoon, and a specia
choral vespers  which
will take place on All
Saints Day, November
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14, at 7:00 pm. A -
cia will follow the ves
pers program, and Father
Burzynski will give an
informal talk on the ven-
eration of relics at this
t i m e

Rev. Michael H. Burzyn
ski, Ph.D.

Believe It or Not!

| recently was granted
the privilege of guardi-
anship of two incredible
relics. The first thecais a
piece of the vel of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, the
document is from 1730
and signed and seded
with the matching seal
embossed in  Spanish
wax on the back of the
theca. The second relic is
the capillis (hair) of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and
the palio of Saint Jo-
seph. Date of authentica-
tion is the same; seal on
the back is the same.

Now here' s the amaz-
ing thing. Some believe
it, some do not. Here is
how | think of it. The
whole faith issue aside. |
seem to have a redlistic
and somewhat juvenile
approach to the reality
and validity of relics.
Let's assume that my
parents died when | was
a mere infant, eight
months old. At that age |
would not have devel-
oped any significant
memories of my parents,
but yet an infused love

for my maternal parents
would somehow still ex-
ist in me. A collection of
pictures, and the desire
that 1 could have got to
know them would have
aways been a specia
wish in my heart. Thisis
a common psychological
and emotional bond
proven throughout his-
tory. This is a common
emotion that has and
continues to drive indi-
viduals that where sepa-
rated at birth or put for
adoption.

Fifteen years later my
aunt comes to me with
items belonging to my
parents. Shetells that she
wanted to wait until |
was a little more mature
before she gave me the
items.

The items, my Moth-
ers purse with lipstick,
compact, hairbrush, etc.
and my Father favorite
sport coat. My Aunt
leaves them with me so |
can try to attach the
items to the many stories
I’ve heard told and retold
by various family mem:
bers a endless family
events. Along with the
items she leaves me a
letter telling me how my
Mom and Dad were not
wealthy; they were
young and just getting
started, they were in love
and had the dreams of all
young people in love, to
start a family. The purse
was my Mothers favorite
and the brush inside was
a gift from my Dad, it
has a pearl handle and he

used to sit at night and
brush her long hair thirty
times before going to
bed. The sport coat is a
tweed jacket with suede
patches on the ebows,
my Fathers favorite, he
said it made him fedl like
one of those “English
fellows’. The letter con
cludes with the fact that
my parents were just
simple people who loved
me with al of ther
hearts.

Being that | never had
the privilege of knowing
my Parents accept
through stories told by
family members; and not
really knowing if my
parents actually owned
these items, accept for a
letter from my Mothers
Sister that these were
theirs, do | believe her?

Do | accept the an
thenticity of the items,
do | accept the letter, do
| accept the stories told
to me throughout my life
by people who loved my
parents and love me?
What would be the no-
tive for my Family to lie,
to destroy their fifteen
years of loving support
by producing items they
found a a yard sae?
Could they al be in on
this conspiracy, could
they al be lying? Does
no one in my Family
have the courage to
come forward and tell
me these items are bo-
gus. What would the i
tention be, what would
they have to gain? How
would they profit?

Would | ever stop
holding my Mothers
brush, imagining my Fa
ther brushing her hair?
Could | ever stop pictu-
ing my Father standing in
front of a mirror speaking
with a “British” accent
while he admired his sport
coat? NO! Simply No!
Because the love has been
infused into my heart, the
items are not necessary for
me to love my Parents. |
didn’'t have them for the
formative years and |
don't need them to con
tinue to love my Parents.
The items are tactile re-
minders of a love, keep-
sakes that alow me to
imagine, connecting the
present with the past. And
most of all, confirmation
of a love between a
Husband and a Wife,
and a Child and his
P ar ent s

Please remember in
your daily prayers the
victims and dl those
affected by the horren-
dous acts of terrorism.
Our help is in the
Name of the Lord!
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(Chev. Thomas Serafin at a
recent two hour radio pro-
gram on relics. This is the
second time has been asked
to guest a two-hour call-in

radio program. (St. Joseph
Radio also broadcasted
through EWTN)

Dear ICHRusa mem-
bers,

I would like your help. 1
would like the Interna
tional Crusade for Holy
Relics listed in the Offi-
cia Catholic Directory, |
believe it to be called the
"Kennedy Directory."
Any Catholic Bishop
anywhere can do this. |
am trying to find a relic
friendly Bishop to sub-
mit the International
Crusade for Holy Relics
for publication in the Of-
ficial Catholic directory.
Any help in the matter
would be extremely ap-
preciated.

In Christ,

Tom

St. Thereseof
Liseux: Canada

| The pilgrim relics of
the Little Flower will
| be going to Canada
darting  September
16th to December
14th. The itinerary
for the visit can be
accessed on the
Internet ad the fol-
lowing site:http://
www.ccch.ca/
theresel
reliquesl/
Itinerary.htm

*** Asanun, St
Therese  of
Liseux never
left her Carmel.
This Doctor of
the Church is
truly a patroness
of missions by
her relics
visiting numer-
ous nations!

Thenew ICHR Prayer
Group isattached to the

Monastery of Fr.

Symeon.

Reporting
Violationsto eBay
(from the ICHRusa
member board)

You may report sales of
1st Class relics to eBay
as violations of ther
rules (and the LAW) for
sdling human remains.
Go to this link and fol-
low directions:
http://pages.ebay.com/
hel p/basics/sel ect-RS.

html.

For example, in the cu-
rent auctions by
"rp7517@aol.com”™ on
eBay | notified them and
in the description of the
violation stated: "the de-
scription and authenticat-
ing documents state
"ex ossibus’ = "from
t he bone"
also, the description
states "1st Class' rdlic,
which by definition is
from human remains.”
God be with you.

FrBill

NEXT ISSUE
WILL BE IN
DECEMBER!
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